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Description
This is a course on Bible Interpretation, demonstrated with the book of Romans.
Course Objectives
By completing this course the student will:
1. Better understand the process of interpreting a book of the Bible and teaching it to their disciples.
2. Understand the contents and context of Romans.
3. Better understand ancient letter writing and rhetoric and how that influences the interpretation of New Testament letters.
4. Have a greater appreciation for the history of interpretation so that they are better prepared to enter into the ongoing discussion.
5. Have a greater motivation to make disciples.
Textbooks
1. The Bible
2. Class notes
Assignments
1. Read Romans at least twice during the course (preferably in two different translations).
2. Keep folders (3-ring binder, or a computer folder) devoted to Romans with a collection of material relevant to its interpretation.
3. Final exam.  Completion of the course is dependent on attendance on the final night and passing an exam on the material covered in the class.


Schedule
Class times are 7:00–7:55 (15 minute break), 8:10–9:00.
	Date
	Session
	Content

	1/11
	1
2
	Introduction to Course, and “Why are we Here?”; Bible Interpretation
Author and Audience; Genre, Structure and Primary Themes

	1/18
	3
4
	Romans 1:1-17
Romans 1:18–2:16

	1/25
	5
6
	Romans 2:17–3:20
Romans 3:21–31

	2/1
	7
8
	Romans 4:1-25
Romans 5:1–11, 12–21

	2/8
	9
10
	Romans 6:1-14
Romans 6:15–7:6

	2/15
	11
12
	Romans 7:7-12, 13-25
Romans 8:1-17, 18-39 

	2/22
	13
14
	Romans 9:1–10:8
Romans 10:9–11:36

	3/1
	15
16
	Romans 12:1-21
Romans 13:1-14

	3/8
	17
18
	Romans 14:1–15:13, 14-21
Romans 15:22–16:24

	3/15
	19
20
	Final Questions and Discussion
Final Exam and Celebration
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